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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 15676 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CGEN, SOPN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: LIBEL SUIT AGAINST WHITNEY/PIPER 

REF: STATE 168468 

1 . APPRECIATE SIMIS' EVALUATION, BUT CHECK WITH PIPER 
(WHITNEY LEFT JULY 4 FOR VACATION IN STATES) INDICATES 
SIMIS PROBABLY OVER-REACTED TO PRESS ACCOUNTS OF SECOND 
MEETING WITH ALMAZOV, WHICH TOOK PLACE JUNE 30. 

2. ACCORDING TO PIPER, AT THREE MEETINGS WITH ALMAZOV 
TO DATE (JUNE 28, JUNE 30, JULY 3) LATTER'S GENERAL 
ATTITUDE AND CONDUCT COULD BEST BE CHARACTERIZED AS, 
RESPECTIVELY, "BUSINESSLIKE AND CORRECT," "ANNOYED", 

AND "ALMOST CORDIAL". ANNOYANCE DURING SECOND MEETING 
STEMMED FROM CORRESPONDENTS’ INABILITY TO RESPOND 
FORMALLY TO CHARGES PRESENTED JUNE 28. ALMAZOV 
CHASTIZED NEWSMEN AND GAVE THEM SECOND CHANCE TO RESPOND 
(JULY 3), WHICH THEY DID. 

3. PIPER SAYS HE FINDS IT EASY TO AGREE WITH SIMIS’ 

DESCRIPTION OF ALMAZOV AS MAN OF CHARACTER AND BREEDING. 
PIPER FOUND HIM "EDUCATED AND CULTURED" AND "NOT JUST 
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A SOVIET HEAVY". CORRESPONDENT ADDED THAT ON DIFFERENT 
OCCASIONS ALMAZOV ALMOST SEEMED LIKE THREE DIFFERENT 
INDIVIDUALS AND THAT HE THEREFORE GIVES IMPRESSION OF 
BEING "GOOD ACTOR." TOON 
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